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＋o that ſome of thoſe, | 
| who have written Treatifes on 


the Claims of Sovereign Princes, 


have taken notice in general of the Preten- 
| fions of the Houſe of Brandenburg to the 
Silefian Dutchies of Fagerndorff, Lignitz, 


Brieg, Woblau, and the Lordſhips of Oder- = | 


berg and Beuten; but they who have been at 
the Pains to ſearch more narrowly into the 


A: OT public 8 
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public Acts relating to the Kingdom of Bo- x 
| hemia, and the Hereditary Dutchy of Silefia, 
cannot but know at the ſame time, how 
juſtly thoſe Pretenſions have been conſtantly 
oppoſed and withſtood: and that the late 


5 Emperor LEOPOLD, of glorious Memory, 5 
did, as King of Bohemia, out of his natura! 


7 Clemency and Love of Peace, and his parti- 
cular Affection and Eſteem for the Houſe of 
8 Brandenburg, conſent to ſettle and determine 

theſe Pretenſions; and to give to the Elec- 


1 toral Houſe, without being! in ſtrict Juſtice 


obliged thereto, ſuch Satisfaction, as induced 


that Houſe to renounce for ever, in the moſt 


ſolemn manner, all Pretenſions, for itſelf, : 


its Heirs, Succeſſors, and Poſterity. This 
the Writers who have treated of the Claims, 5 


and examined the Archives of the Houſe of 
Brandenburg, do themſelves acknowledge; 
and are unanimouſly of Opinion, that the 
ſaid ſuppoſed Claims have been fully adjuſt- 
od by the Conventions of 1686, and 1694 * 


Notwith- N 


: | »* purrkuvonr ts Geſtis Ne Wit iaiagh: 1. 19, 1 
2 = 7 25. Ludwig. Germ. Prince. E $ 13. idem in rell. = 
quis dane er Tom. X. pag. 355. & 396. 
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Notwithſtanding all this, it is notorious to 
all che World in how unheard-of a Manner, 
and in Violation of all the Laws of Nature 
and Nations, his preſent Pruſſian Majeſty has 
forcibly enter'd the Dutchy of Stlefia, un- 


prepared for its Defence, and over-run n the . 


whole Country. os 
This hoſtile Invaſion Alles of 1 no \ Plea: ; 
| whether we conſider on one ſide the Act it- 
ſelf, as contrary to the Golden Bull of the 
Emperor Cu ARLEs IV. the fundamental 


Laws of the Empire, and the public Peace, 
guarded by the ſtrongeſt penal Sanctions: or 
on the other ſide, the Author of it, the King 


1 of Pruſſia; 1a; as arming for an Invaſion atthe- - 2 
very ſame time that he was giving the Queen 


. of Hungary the ſtrongeſt ſeeming Aﬀſurances 


of his Friendſhip: So that ſhe could never 
ſuſpect that a Neighbour, who had made her 
an Offer of his beſt Services; and is, with 

i regard to his Bohemian Fiefs, one of her 
moſt diſtinguiſhed Vaſſals, ſhould fall upon 
her with an ad Force, without any pre- 
vious Declaration of War. = 


The King, i it is true, ſent Count Gorrkx e 


- with ſome Propoſitions to Vi renna : but be- 
. fore 
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fore he arrived, the Pruffian Army was ſud- 
denly and unexpectedly advanced into the 
two Sileſian Principalities of Glogau and = 
gan; and, to amuſe the Sileſians as well as 
foreign Powers, a ſpecious Manifeſto was 
_ publiſhed in all the Towns and Villages, " 
ſuring them, that the Entry of the Pruſſian : 
Troops had no other View than the Security 
of the Country of Sileſia, and the Pruſſian 
Eſtates therein; and that his Majeſty was 
upon the Point of coming to an Accommo= 
dation with the Queen of Hungary and Bo- 
N Pruiſſians, in their Letters 
to ſeveral foreign Courts, call the ſupreme 
Being more than once to witneſs, that they 
had no Intentions of doing the leaſt Injury 
r Prejudice to the Queen of Bobemia; at 
the ſame time that they were endeavouring 
to draw in other Courts againſt her, by re- 
3 preſenting to each Court, that the ſaid Queen 
Was negotiating Treaties contrary to their 
particular Intereſts. For they gave out mn: 
0 England, that ſhe had enter'd into an Alli- = 
ance with the Crown of France; and endea- 
vour'd to perſuade the French, that ſhe had 
concluded a Treaty with England « and Hol- 


land, againſt France. In 
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In the mean time, Hoſtilities were com- 


mitted in Sileſia, and great Ravages made, 
while no one could imagine what Pretenſion 
the King of Praſſia could form to that Coun- 
try; till at laſt a Piece, full of unbecoming 
Reflections, appear d, under the Title of, 
A faithful Account of the indiſputable Rights 
f the King of Pruſſia, 10 Jeveral Frincipa- - 
lities, Dutchies and Lordſhips in Silefia : 
which diſcovers to the World, that the In- 
| tentions of the Praſſians are, to revive old, 
imaginary, and long adjuſted Claims to the 
Diucchies of Fagerndorf, Lignitz, Brieg and 
Molau, and the Lordſhips of Oderberg and 
hBeuten; and under a groundleſs Pretence of " 
being wronged in their i imaginary Claim ro 
2 ſome few of thoſe Dutchies, to get che whole | 
7 Country! into their own Handle. 
We ſhall not enlarge on this Point, bor 5 
8 Juni it to the ſenſible World to judge, whe- | 
e ther ruſhing into a defenceleſs Country with 
powerful Army, without giving any No- 
tiice to the Prince, who is at the ſame time 1 
Lord Paramount of che F iefs claimed, and 
in Violation of the moſt ſolemn Engage- 
: - ments, be a fair way of making good 1 
A 4 — Preten- | 
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: Pretenſions among civilized Nations, not to 
ſay, among Chriſtians? At this Rate, Princes 
are never ſecure in their Governments. And 
whoever is acquainted with the numerous 
Pretenſions of the Houſe of Brandenburg, he 
will ſurely conclude, that ſcarce a lose! in 
Germany will remain undiſturbed in his Pro- 
perty, if the King of Pruſſia, in Contempt | 
of all the Laws of the Empire, will venture 
to force his way with a numerous Army in- 
to whatever Country he pleaſes; and as ſoon 
as he thinks himſelf in ſecure Poſſeſſion 
thereof, will trump up antiquated and fri- 
volous Claims, which have been long ſettled + 
and determined. For fad Experience tells 
us, that Writers are never wanting, who are 
extremely ready in ſuggeſting to Princes 
their ! imaginary Rights and Pretenſions to the 5 
Territories of their Neighbours; and in dreſ- 
ſing out their groundleſs Repreſentations | 
with the moſt artful Colourings. And if 
theſe are ſufficient to juſtify an hoſtile Inva- 
” fion of another's Country, farewel the Peace : 
3 85 and Quiet of the Empire. 


Our Deſign is not to loſe time in refuting 


the Invectives of the Author of the Faithful 8 i 


Account: 
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Account : For as he does not bluſh to charge 
thoſe great and juſt Emperors, FERDINAND 
the Firſt, and LEOPOLD, with Iniquity and 
Fraud, the modeſt World muſt hold him in 
Abhorrence. But as that Author ſuppreſſes 
ſome Things, which are eſſential to the 
| Deciſion of the Caſe, and repreſents others 


. different from what they are; and either 


was not furniſhed with the proper Materials, 

{ or induſtriouſly conceals them; thinking by _ 

= that means to miſlead thoſe, who are not 

thoroughly converſant with the Hiſtory of 

| Bohemia and Silefia : It will be neceſſary 8 

| lay the whole State of the Caſe before the 

. impartial World; and this we ſhall do with 

8 . -thart Integrity, as not to inſert a ſingle Word 

that cannot be ſupported by Original and 
Authentick Records. And to the End that 

the Reader may be able to compare both 

ſides of the Queſtion together, we ſhall fol- 
low the Author of the Faithful Account in 

YL his own Order and Method; and diſcuſs ; 

= "009 pretended Claim in a Sellion apart. 
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SECTION 1. 


of the King of Pruſſia Jas Claim 70 the 


" _ of Jagerndorkt. | 


H E 5 Author 5 of ue Paithful Ac- 
count lays down this as the Foun- 
: darken of the Prufſion Claim; viz. „That 
_ « Lewis King of Bohemia, gave to the 
* Margrave GEORGE a general Grant for 


0 purchaſing Lands! in Silefia, to be held by 


ee the faid Margrave as his Real and Here- 


ditary Eſtates ; with a Power of enn 


9 of, or alienating the ſame as he pleaſed; 


Be and to be enjoyed by him i in all Reſpedts | 
S as his own Property. 


But look now into the Sa S. Grant, I 


G bearing Date the Monday after Eaſter, 152 8 
5 and the Words are expreſsly to this Effect. 
Firſt, That the faid Grant ſhall be of 


Power and Force only with reſpect to his 
4 on * and bis Brother, and their Heirs. 


3 . 
5. Append, German. No 1. 
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 Secondhy, That he and his Heirs ſhall al- 
ways be bound by Virtue of theſe Eſtates to 
the ſame Services to the King and Crown | 
of Bohemia, which all the other Princes in | 
Sileſia are obliged to perform. oe 
There is not one Syllable in the ori- 
ginal Grant of the Words cited by the 
Author of the Paithful Account; Real and 
1 Hereditary Eſtates, with a Power of Alie- 
« nation; or, enjoying them as his own Pro?; 
* perty:” but the whole is a meer Fiction. 
The contrary appears from the Grant; 
. that King Lewis never had any 
Intention of changing the Nature and Te- 
nure of the purchaſed Eſtates, or of giv- 
ing away his own. and che Crown of Bobe- = 
mia's Rights. NE „ FT 
This the Letters 1 1 dn Re 
to all the other Silefi ian Principalities and 
eſcheated Eſtates, ſtill extant, prove in gene- 
| ral: that chey are true and legal Male Fiefs. 
And the Principality of Fagerndorf, in par- 
ticular, ever has been, and 1s Til held by 
5 che ſame kind of Tenure. . l 
To go back as far as the Year 1422. 
The Inveſtiture of it was given by Ring 
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S$re1sMonD * to Joux Duke of Trop- 
pau in theſe Words: Of our free 


ce Grace, we give and grant unto the ſaid 


25 Jon N of Troppau, to him and his Heirs, 
. legal Fief.“ Item, That he have, 
| hold, uſe, enjoy, and poſſeſs the ſame as * 

legal Fief of Inheritance. 


Upon the Demiſe of this Duke. © in ; 


the Year 1483. without Male Heirs of 
his Body, the ſaid Fief, (notwithſtanding his 
_ Siſter BARBA RA, and his Father's Brother's 
1 Sons, the Dukes of Ratibor, were then liv- 
ing) became eſcheated, and fell to the King 


nd Crown of Bohemia. The Siſter and Un- 
cle's 8 Children were excluded from the Inhe- 1 


ritance. A plain Proof this, that the Eſtate 
was a true Male Fief; to which none but 
the Deſcendants of the Body of the firſt 1 8 
: Vaſſal could ſucceed. : 
On the ſaid Fief becoming an Ef. 
cheat, King UILApISTL aus, in the Vear 
1493. made a Grant thereof to his great 
; Chancellor, Joun Lord of Sbellenberg; but 
in no other Terms than as a legal Male 
: Fief, i in theſe Words: f . We grant unto the 


3 3 = 165 * ſaid 
7 e Gait. Ne 2. 
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8 ſaid Joun of Shellenberg, and to his Heirs 
« Male, as a legal Eſcheat of Inheritance, 

« &c, in the ſame Manner and Form as the 
F ſaid Dutchy has been before and hitherto 
3 * poſſeſſed, uſed and held. : 


Is there any Ground to conclude from 5 


| hence, that King ULapisLAvs in this 


Inveſtiture aboliſhed or changed the an- 
cient Tenure of the Fief? For if any one 


| ſhould ſtop at the Words Heirs, and a le- 


gal Eſcheat of Inheritance; and would 
work them up into an alienable Fief, let him 


| onlytakeinto Conſideration the Word Male, 


and the Clauſe annexed ; (1 the ſame 


Manner and Form as has been before and 7 


| _< hitherto poſſeſſed, uſed and held:“ And i "BH 


will be clear that the Donor meant by them 
no other than a Male Fief of Inheritance, 


HT and the Heirs Male of the Fief ; not intend- 


ing to yield a greater Right and Privilege | 


| _ than had been enjoyed by former Poſſeſſors. 


And as this fundamental State of the 
| Caſe cannot from the Nature of the ching 3 
be ſubject to any Doubt. or Diſpute ; ſo is it 


certain that the Lord of Shellenberg, could Eo.” 
not by the Contract of ale! in the Year 15 1 


(et 
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5 (ler the Words of that Contract run as 
they will) ſurrender over the ſaid Fief to 


0 GrorGE Margrave of Brandenburg with 


any other Rights or Powers, than thoſe only 
which he himſelf had received, and \ was Poſ- 
x, ſeſſed of. 5 = 8 
And here one Circumſtance 3 is very re- 
markable, vix. that the Contract was at 


the ſame time concluded, and figned by _ 


_ Shellenberg's Sons. A plain Proof, that Ja- 
gern dorf is no Allodial Eſtate, but a Maſcu- 
line Fief: Since the Conſent of the Sons 


d living was required, as well: as the Con- 
15 ſent of che Lord of the Fief. 


Is it not ſtrange then, chat the Author 1 55 


of. the Faithful Account ſhould make 0 


this Boaſt, That the Margrave Gros 


1 actually inveſted by the King in this 
| Dutchy, in quality of Lord Paramount of 
an alienable Fief? But he gives only his bare 
Word for it, without any farther Monk. © 

ut this kind of Artifice will not paſs 
with thoſe who are acquainted with the 

Conſtitution of Bohemia. For they muſt 

know, that it was uſual for the Kings of 

1 Babemia to | Engage themſelves | in the moſt 

. ſolemn 
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ſolemn manner to the Crown and che States, mw 1 
that they would not give away from that | 
Kingdom and its incorporated Eſtates, any RT 
of its Properties, Fiefs, or Eſcheats ; but 1 
preſerve the ſame inviolably in the Poſſeſſionn 1 
of the Crown, and its future Kings. And in 
Caſe of Contravention, that all ſuch Grants 
ſhould be of no Force or Effect, but be de- LO 
clared null and void, ; i 
Thus King Unit a0 declared 3 
+ in the Year 1 510 to the States of the King- — 
dom, particularly with regard to Silefſa, 
in theſe Words; * We, out of our mature 
| & Deliberation, do by our Royal Authority 5 
« oblige ourſelves as King of Bobemia, never : +. nl 
© ro grant or give away from the Crown to 
any Perſon whomſoever, the whole or any 
e part of the Principalities, which we are 
* or ſhall be poſſeſſed of in Szefia, or that 
„ ſhall come to us by Eſcheat or otherwiſe ; 
RB. but to add, continue, and incorporate all 
5 T and every of the ſaid Principalities and 
| © Fſcheats entirely and inviolably with the 
“ Crown of Bohemia, to become the proper 
| © poſſeſſion of us, and all future Kings at -- 
3 & | Bohemia. Andi in Caſe we ſhall give away 
| 40 Sf 
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> any of the Eſcheats of the ſaid Principali- | 
ties, that are not yet come to us, or ſhall 
© hereafter give them away, we do by theſe 
* Preſents, in Virtue of our Royal Authori- 
« ty, annul and make void all ſuch Grants; 
e and they ſhall not now. or hereafter be of 


any Force or Effe& in n Law, * cheſe a 
our Letters Patent. rh : 
The like ſolemn Promiſes. ad; Aflur- 


1 were given to the Crown and States 
of Bohemia by King LEew1s himſelf, in 
the Year 1522; the very Year before he 
gave to the Margrave GEORGE what the 
Author of the Faithful. Account miſrepreſents — 
to be a free and unlimited Grant for = 3 
chaſing Lands i in Sileſi . 5 ; 


But can any one imagine that his Ria 


could in fo ſhort a time forget himſelf, or 
have any Thoughts of converting ſuch a | 
| known, old, indiſputable Male Fief, long 
incorporated with the Crown, as the Dutchy 
of Jagerndorff is, intoa meer alienable Fief 
of Inheritance? = „ 


This could not be done dw; the 


expreſs Conſent of the States, and in Fact 
was not done: For the Words of the - 


Grant 
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Grant above cited ſhew plainly that King 
LEWIS was extremely ſenſible of the Obli- 
gations he had laid himſelf under ; and there- 
fore on one fide he limits the Grant for pur- 
chafing Lands in Silefi a to © the Margrave, 
his Brother, and their Heirs ;” and on the 
other fide gives hisConſent with this cautious 
= Proviſo, that the Margrave GEORGE, 
and his Heirs, be bound by theſe Eſtates 
ce to the ſame Services to the King and 
« Crown of Bohemia, which the other Prin- 


* ces in Silſia are obliged to perform. Es 


This the Author of the Faithful Account 
eicher did not, or would not know; with 
the one or the other he ſtands chargeable : k 
And i it is a very dangerous thing in a Caſe 
| of this Moment, for a Writer to ſtep forth 
BM and abuſe the Publick with Fictions of his 
own, or with an induſtrious Saen of 5 
i Truth. 8 £7 5 
1 — flies wt ie Sanctuary to che e 
Confirmation * of the Grant in 1527. — 
(it Mould be 1532.) by FTRDIN ANXD „ 
| King of Bohemia, and afterwards Emperor . 
. chat after the Death of King 
5 N 3 | Lewis, 


» vii append, German. N. 6. 
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By Ys LEWIS, that Emperor confirmed all that 
| had been tranſacted concerning Fagerndorf. 
But here — he deals — with us; 
for 
1h, With pied to Fagerndorff, in chat 
Confirmation there is not one Syllable men- 
tion'd of © an alienable F ief of Inheri- | 
tance. 3 
24h, He ſu ppreſſes the nad Clauſe 
herein repeated, viz. © That the Margrave 
* GEORGE Mall poſſeſs the ſaid Dutchy of 
« Jagerndorſt, in ſuch manner as the late 
+ * Princes of Jagerndorff poſſeſſed, enjoyed; and 
* held the 8 - 
_ 3dly, He paſies over in \ Silence, that. this. - 
„ Confirwarion of the Grant does not particu- 
larly relate to the Dutchy of Fagerndorf, but 
principally to King Lzw1s's Donation of Th 
the Royalties of Fr eudenthal* ; and that, 
40%, No otherwiſe than with a repeated 
expreſs Reſervation of the Rights of whe 
Cron of Bohemia, in theſe Words; _ 
As, far only as we have Power and Autho- = 
1 rich to diſpoſe of the ſame. VV!!! 8 
It has been already proved, that the 8 
mer Princes of Jogernanf. babe that 
Princi- 


» Vid. Append German, Ne . 
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. Principality meerly as a legal Male Fief; and 
that upon the Demiſe of JoHñnd Duke of 
Troppau, without Heirs Male of his Body, 
the ſame fell by Eſcheat to the King and 
Crown of Bohemia, and was af OR. 

granted to the Lord of Schellenber g, for Eis 

Maintenance, on the ſame Conditions, id 
f held y the ſame Tenure. * 

No to aſſert that the Nature and Jna- 
lity of this Fief was changed in the Mar- 
grave GEORGFE's Time, and converted in- 

to an abſolute Property, 1 is to aſſert a T hing 
which neither is, nor can be proved. The 
very contrary appears as clear as the Light, 

* as well from what has been already alledged, 
zs from what follows. For the Margrave 

Sof “s Son, Margrave G x ORGE FRE- 

DERICK, Succeſſor to the ſaid Durchy, 5 
did himſelf (after the Example of the 

Princes his Forefathers) acknowledge that 

1 received the ſame as a legal Fief from 

King FERDINAND I. in 15657. and from 

| King MAxIMILIAN in 1567. and did 

Ow perform Homage and Fief. Ser- 


ol: This 
* Fid. Append. German. No 8,9, ca 
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This Prince having no Proſpect of Male 


Ive, and being ſenſible at the ſame time, 
that he could not diſpoſe of the Principality 
of Jagerndorſf according to his Pleaſure, 
without the Conſent of the ſupreme Lord; 
and allo, that the ſame could not, by the 
Law of Fiefs, fall to his Relations of the 
Electoral Line, who were neither deſcended 
from the firſt Poſſeſſors, nor named in the 
Inveſtiture: The ſaid Prince being appriſed | 
of thele Circumſtances, made frequent Ap- 
plication to the Emperor Ru bol PH for 
Leave to alienate his Principality, and to 
Aiſpoſe of the ſame by Will. But as King 
LEWIS had granted the ſaid Principality 
to his Father the Margrave G ORGE, only 
for his own Perſon, and Brother, and their 
Heirs, in the Manner above mentioned, and 
as the Grant was thereby reſtrained to the 
Franconian Line, and this Margrave GEORGE 
FREDERICK the laſt Perſon of the Line 
inveſted, there was no Reaſon why his Re- 
.--- queſt ſhould be complied with; and by the 
Conſtitution of Bohemia (whereby the King, 
RNA was 1 is obliged. to > preſerve invio- 


lably 1 
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1 lably all Eſcheats to himſelf and the Crown) 


no ſuch Leave could be granted him. 


2 „ 22 — — — — IR. 


But notwithſtanding this, the ſaid Margrave | 


Groncr FREDERICK entred into a Compact, 
in the Year 1595. with the Margrave Jo A- 


c HIM FREDERICK, Adminiſtrator of the 
Archbiſhoprickof Magdeburg, and afterwards 5 


Elector of Brandenburg, to make over and 


aſſign to him the Principality of Jagern- 
dorff, per Donationem mortis Cauſa; and to 
this Purpoſe Inſtruments were dra wn a: 
and ſigned. But let the whole impartial 
World judge of this Proceeding, and can 


9 they determine any Otherwiſe in Equity, : 


than that the Margrave GEORGE FRE- 
'DERICK had no Right by any known 
Laws of Fiefs to make ſuch a Compact, =: 
Prejudice of the King and Crown of Bo- 
bemia: and much leſs can another diſtinct 
Line, fourteen Degrees removed, and not 


named in the Inveſtiture (as cuſtomary in 


Silefi an Fiefs) claim any Right nceruing 5 


to it from that Compact . 


Ĩ) be ſaid Fief therefore, on the Demiſe of 
the Margrave GEORGE Far DERICK, be- 
came Jegally: eſcheared to the King and 

= 7 Crown 


"7 id. Append. German. No 10, 11 7 
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| Crown of Bohemia. But i: notorious 
in what manner the Elector Joacuim 
_ FREDERICK, during the Confuſions of the 
War in Bohemia, took forcible Poſſeſſion of 
the ſaid Principality, contrary to all Juſtice ; 
and Equity. 
The Author of the Faithful 4 Acceunt does 
not well know himſelf how to account for, 
and palliate a Proceeding ſo apparently un- 
juſt; but by affirming roundly, that the 
Elector took peaceable Poſſeſſion of tbe 
ſame, without any Contradiction or Oppo- 
5 ſition whatſoever. But to overthrow 8 
groundleſs Aﬀertion, we need only pro- 
duce the Emperor Ruportyn's Anſwer | 
to the Elector Jo ACHIM FREDERICK, : 
dated 17 Nov. 1607 *. which is an DE - 
85 tionable Evidence, and ſhews clearly,” 
— That not only the Margrave GEORGE 
| Fx EDERICK applied to his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty for Leave to diſpoſe of the ſaid Princi- 
pality; but alſo that the Elector himſelf did at 
ſeveral times pray and requeſt that he mit 
. confirmed in the Vacant Dutchy of Ja = 
; e 


."* FW. een "M0 33.” 


zdly, 


. 
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2dly, That the ſaid Requeſt could not be 


therein alledged. But on the contrary, 


He miffaries appointed for that Purpoſe. 


It is upon this unjuſt Uſurpation, that 
the Electoral Houſe of Brandenburg would 
found its Claim of a legal, fidei-commiſ- 
: ſionary Succeſſion to the Principality of 98 


4 ug fa and its Appurtenances. Hl 


be is Tenant, into a Fidei Commiſſum Familie, 


N Vithout the Conſent of the Lord: and if he 
| ſhould do it, the ſame would be null and . 
5 voud 1 in Lawz and | conſequently no third Per- 


B4 3 


granted him, for very important Reaſons 


zZdaͤly, The Elector was deſired to quit 
the ſaid Principality, to refund all the Pro- 
fits that had been received from the Time 
of the Margrave GxoRGt's Deceaſe, and 
to deliver the ſame to the King's Com- 


But this Claim vaniſhes, if it be conſi- 0 
dered without Prejudice, that no good Effect 
can proceed from a bad Cauſe. The unde- 
niable Matter of Fact is, that the Margrave 
GEORGE FREDERICK Was a Vaſtal of 
the King and Crown of Bohemia, and it is 
an indiſputable Maxim in Law, that the 
Vaſial cannot change the Fief, of which 
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ſon can acquire any legal Property from 
thence, or entail the ſame on his Family. 
And here, morepver, it is to be particu- 
larly obſerved, that the Emperor has ſub- 
joined to the aforeſaid Anſwer, this remark- 
able Circumſtance, 4:2. that the Elector 
Joacurm FREDERICK, together with 
his late Father, had expreſly oblig'd them- 
ſelves not to contract for any more Lordſhips | 
er Ejlates in the Kingdom of Bohemia, or its 
inco Forate Countries, either by way of 
LORE; OF Fief, or otherwiſe, without the 
Leave and Conſent of the King of Bohemia, 


7 hrs Heirs and Succeſſors. | 


From hence we may draw this farther 


| | Concluſion, | viz. that the putting the 


Margrave Jon? N GEORGE afterwards in- 
do Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Ducchy of Jagern- 
| dorff, was as unjuſt and illegal, as had been the 
| Vlurpation of the Elector his Father before. 
The Correſpondence carried on with the 
Electoral Houſe of Brandenburg, and the 


ſeveral Anſwers * given to their Miniſters, ſo⸗ 


liciting the King « of Bohemia to confirm them 


in the Poſſeſſion of Jagerndorff, and to the 


Electoral College, and Circle of Lower 


5 Saxony 
- Fit. | Append. German. N. i L th 5 


| 40 
1 
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Saxony. interceeding in their Favour, (all 
which are till in being, and can be pro- 
duced in caſe of any unexpected Oppoſition) 
ſufficiently ſhew, that neither the Eletor 
—_Joacuim FREDERICK, nor his Son, the 
Margrave Jon x GEORGE, were ever ac- 
knowledged as rightful Poſſeſſors of the 
ſaid Dutchy; but were always looked upon 
as illegal Uſurpers : and that in the End, 
the Electoral Houſe of Brandenburg acknow- 
| ledged the ſame, claiming no Right, but 
having recourſe to Favour. . 
And this, by the way, may ſerve for 8 
= Anſwer to the Objection made by the Au- 
| "thor. of the Faithful Account to our raking 
Poſſeſſion of the Principality of Jagern- 
dorff; © We ſeized on it, ſays he, Under 
<« the Pretence of the Margrave 1 · 
GE OR G E, being convicted of Treaſon 
during the T roubles in Bohemia; and 
25 complains of the great Injuſtice thereby 
done to that Prince's Son, ExNESTus, 
and to the Electoral Houſe of Branden- 
burg: To the Son, becauſe he did notderive 
his Right of Succeſſion from his proſcribed = 
Father, bur from his Grandfather ; and to L 


N * the : 
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40 the Electoral Houſe, becauſe the Forfeiture 


4 


A 


incurred by the Margrave could no 


wiſe affect an innocent collateral Branch, 
which had no ſhare in the Crime.” But 


8 che whole is a mere Petitio Principii, the 

LS Weakneſs of which has been ſufficiently ex- 
poſed: and the Imperial Court has, at al! 

times, declared &, that the taking the Princi- 
pality of Fagerndorff” into its own Hands, was 
not only on account of the Margrave' s being 
convicted of Treaſon, but on account of 
the Extinction of the inveſted Line, con- 
formably to the Laws of Bohemia. 


In a Caſe exactly parallel, Jams s Duke | 


of Livonia, Courland, and Semigallia, ſent 
--- ilk Miniſters i in the Year 1649. to demand | 
this very Principality of Jager ndorſf; pre- 
tending, that he was deſcended from SorhIA, 
Daughter to ALBRECHT FREDERICK, 
Brother of GEORGE, the Firſt Prince of 5 
Jagerndorſf; and conſequently, that he had 


a better Right than the Electoral Houſe of 


Brandenburg to the ſaid Principality. But L 
theſe. Miniſters were ſent. away, and the 
Claim rejected, for the Reaſon alledged, 1 


” cauſe the inveſted Line v was become extinct f. 1 
. 


i. Abend German, N® 1g, 6. f Ne 1. 
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The Author of che Faithful Account de- 


ſcends at laſt to ſome leſſer Circumſtances, 
ſuch as theſe; iſt, That the Mediators of 
the Treaty of Weſtphalia had been ſolicited | 
in this Cauſe, but could not undertake it, 
having ſet themſelves a Rule, that nothing 
| ſhould be made Materia Pacis, which had 
not been Cauſa Belli. 2dly, That the Houſe 
of Auſtria had always given Hopes that 
| theſe Differences ſhould be amicably ac- 


commodated, as ſoon as the War was at an 


End. And 3dly, That to this Purpoſe the 
Auſtrians had, at ſeveral times, offered large 
Sums of Money. e 755 
But as to the firſt Point, i appears from 5 
the Acts of the V, eftpbalian Treaty k, not 
: only that the Elector of Brandenburg g, F R E- 
DERICK WILLIAM, ſtrongly licked. - 
all the Proteſtant States, but that they actu- 
ally undertook the Cauſe; being informed 
that the Houſe of A flria bad only ue 
the Opportunity of the Troubles in Bohemia 
to make itſelf Maſter of Jagerndorfß: and 


they would have debated this Caſe among 


| the other Reſtituenda ex Capite Amneſtie. 
| But as the Imperial Ambaſſadors at that 


Time 


* Meyer's 4 2 2 Tom, . p. 805, 
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: Time remonſtrated, that Fagerndorff was 
2 become, long before the Troubles of Bohe- 
mia, an eſcheated Fief of that Crown, and 
conſequently the Reſtitution of it could not 
poſſibly be conſidered ſub Capite Amneſtie ; 
the Swedes, and the other Proteſtant Powers, . 


at laſt, gave over inſiſting on the demanded . 


Reſtitution, and not a Word of! it is men- 
: tioned ; in the T reaty of Peace. - 
As to the Author's ſecond Aſſertion, That - 
the Houſe of Auſtria was not wanting in 
conſtantly giving Hopes of an Accommoda- 


tion; this appears, at firſt Sight, from what 


has been ſaid, to be groundleſs “. 


And in like Manner, his giving out, that BY 


10 this Purpoſe, large Sums of Money were 
offered, is quite miſrepreſenting the Caſe. 
His Imperial Majeſty, it is true, did on ac - 
count of a Demand, that the Houſe of Bran- 
oy denburg | had on chelate Emperor Rupol pn, „ 
one time aſſign the Payment of 180,000 
Crovns, and at another time remit an Arrear 

of 120 Roman Months. But neither was done 
1 regard to any Claim upon Fagerndeorff, . 


but merely in reſpect to the great Services of | 
8 che Elector al Houſe of Brandenburg ; and 


the 
* 7;1. mm German, | No | I 8, 19, 20, | 
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| the Emperor at the ſame time reſerved his 
Juſt Rights to a Demand on the Houſe of 
| Brandenburg, proceeding from the Non- 


payment of the Conſtributions due from 


1 Croſſen, Storka and Peska, amounting to e. 
= veral Millions of Crowns. And it is here . 
dat the Emperor LeoPoLD, in the Year 


168, 5. lets the whole Matter reſt *. 


This being the real State of the Caſe, 
| Girly repreſented, and ſupported by au- 
thentick * every Man muſt fee 


clearly ; 


gs AI, That the! Principality of SJagernd 405 
5 has not been poſſeſſed as an Allodial Eſtate, | 
but always, and in wall Il reſpedts, a as a a proper 


Fief. 


adly, That Lai King of 1 


gave the Inveſtiture of the ſaid Fief only 
to the Margraves of the Franconian Line; 


and that the Margrave ( GEoRGE Faepenice, 

' the laſt Poſſeſſor, did himſelf ſolicit often 
for Leave to alienate this Dutchy, and diſ- 
poſe of it by Will ; but that he never ob- . 


4 tained ſuch a Permiſſion. 


_3dly, That conſequently, wichout' wb 
: Leave he could have no Right of transfer- | 


714. And 1 No 3 


ring 
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. ring hs ſaid Dutchy to anther diſtin Line, | 
not included in the Inveſtiture. 


4thly, Much leſs could the faid Fief de- 


volve to the Electoral Houſe of Branden- 

burg, in the Perſon of the Elector Jo Ach 
FREDERICK, as an a hereditary Fief, and Fidei : 
Commiſſum, $0 © 


5thly, That this EleQor, in \ king actual 


Poſſefſi on of the ſaid Dutchy, and in placing == | 
in it, arbitrarily, his Son, the Margrave Joun | 
GexoRGE, met with conſtant Oppoſition ; „ 
Confirmation, ſo often deſired, was refuſed, 
and no Inveſtiture ever granted; but on the 
contrary, the F ief was re-demanded cum 7 
Jun ßerceptis. 3 


Gchly, That the faid Fief \ was reſumed by : 


the King of Bohemia not ſo much on account 

of the reaſonable Practices of the Margrave 
þ OHN GRPOROGE, as on account of the Ex- _ 

tinction of the Margraves of the Franconian | 


Line, the only! Line mentioned in the In- 
veſtiture. 8 


And now we will 10 J it to the impar- 


tial Reader, of whatſoever Religion he may 
be, rodeter1 mine 6 upon in ſlight Grounds the 


Prof jan 5 


* 

Er * 

Ws 
gx £4.94 
3 
a 
N 

n 


7 2 a 
F 
e 


N 


79 


e e e 


bi Pa 4: a 
GEE Sor 
BEES 


hy . 5 
n 


4 


or THE Hover oF AUSTRIA. 31 


1 Profian Claim to che Dorchy of daruf 
1s s founded. 


SECTION un. 


of the King of Proflia's s - lot: 720 
the Duzchies of Lane, W. and 5 


Woblau. en 


| "HE Ader * the Faithful 4 Account, 
1 lays it down as his firſt Principle, 
3 the ancient Dukes of Lignitæ, were 
independent and hereditary Sovereigns; but 
we do not ſee what Conſequences he would 
draw from thence, 1 in Defence of his Claim. 
For this does not turn on a Queſtion that 
has never yet been decided, but it turns 1 
perly on this material Point; How and in 
what Manner the ſaid Dukes offered their 
Countries in Fief to che Ring and Crown of Se 


5 | Bohemia? | 
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1 The Author of the Faithful Account refers 
only to the firſt Inveſtiture granted by King 
Joun of Lutzenberg, in the Year 1329; 
and hereupon makes ſome few general Re- 

marks, diſtinguiſhing, very inaccurately, | 

between ſuch Eſtates as are offered in Fief | 
to the Lord, and ſuch as are granted by him: 
and drawing from thence a very wrong 


1 Concluſion, that theſe Durchies a are therefore 


alienable Fiefs. 

But before we give our Anſwer thereto, 
it will be proper to mention ſome few 
Circumſtances, | N 
Iiſt, That there are ſeveral material Clauſes 
in this Original Inveſtiture, which the Au- 


. _ thor has not ſo much as touched upon. 


2dly, That the Countries were then offer'd 
in Fief by Duke Bor xsLAus ſolely, and 

rhat while his Brother was till living. 
Zzadly, But t that after wards the ſaid BoL ESL Aus 
and his two Sons WENCESLAus and Lewis, 
being in peaceable Poſſeſſion of Lignitz and 
Brieg, did in the Year 1331, each of 
-;. them, reſpectively, offer the ſaid Dutchies 7 
in Fief, a ſecond Time, and make a freſh 


— 


5 Surrender of them; wherein the Nature 8 
and 
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and Conſtitution of che Fief is more fully 


ah e 


And as this foes Serials or Recogni- 
tion, which is upon publick Record &, de- 
ter mines the true State of the Caſe, we ſhall 
here premiſe the Contents . it in few 


Words, V.. 


1ſt, The Dukes fo 3 . 5 
" News, and Succeſſors, ſurrender their Prin- 
cipalites, Lands and Subjects, with all there- 
unto appertaining, as an hereditary Fief to 
the King, his Heirs, and Succeſſors, and to 
| the Kingdom of Bohemia; and 3 = 
1 mage to the King and Crown. And, e 
* 2dly, In Caſe the ſaid Dukes die nent 
T legitimate Male Iſſue of their Bodies, that 85 
fthenthe laid Principalities ſnall revert entirely 5 


5 to the King and Crown of Bohemia, But, 


3dly, With this Reſerve, that the Dukes 
| ſhall be allowed in Caſe of Neceſſity to ſell 
or mortgage this or that Town, or Caſtle; 
provided the King, his Heirs, or Succeſſors 
have the firſt Refuſal thereof; and that * 


: be diſpoſed of to a Friend and qualified Per- 


ſon, . who ſhall receive the we as the 
e $ 8 „ | Dukes | 


5 2 in el quils Mamaſeript, T. v. p. bio. 
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Pikes themſelves had done, in Fief from 
the King, his Heirs and Succeſſors: and, 
4c4hly, Thereto is annexed an eventual 
| Inſtruction to the States and Subjects, how, 
in the abovementioned Caſe of the Dukes 
dying without Male Iſſue, they are to ac- 
knowledge the King | of Bohemia, his Heirs 
and Succeſſors, for their natural Lords, 
and to pay them the accuſtomed Homage 
and Service. And this the two Sons of Bo- 
"2", Ex$LAVS, vis. WITNCESLAus and Lewis, 
confirmed again in the Vear 1 1343, after 
5 their Father's deceaſe. een Ne Sel 
Neo it is not to be denied, but that the 
| aid Dutchies are hereditary Fiefs; but it 
| will by no means follow from thence, that 
they are alienable Fiefs. For we muſt 
always have regard to the Tenor of 
the Letters of Inveſtiture, and depart ; 
no farther from the Nature of a Male 
| F ef, than the Words of the Pat ent will ad- 
mit. For as ſoon as the Vaſſal has given up 
the Dominium directum, there ceaſes „ 
any difference between Feuda oblata, ang 
Feͤeuda data, in reſpect to Alienation; - and 
the Power of Alienation extends no farther ho 
| chan 
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than is exprelly ſtipulated on the Part of the 
Vaſſal, and agreed to on the Part of the 

Lord. 

Ane here the Compact 18 telrelned to a 

Caſe of Neceflity, to the Sale of this or 
that Part of the Country, to the King' „„ 
fuſing to purchaſe it, to its being diſpoſed 5 

of to a qualified Perſon, and to the Perfor- 

mance of the uſual Homage and Service. 

And therefore no one can aſſert with good 

” Grounds, bbr that this Compact between 
Lord and Vaſſal, is to be taken in the ſtricteſt 

© Senſe, and that the ſaid Dutchies have been, 09 

and ſtill are held in Quality of true and 

and proper Fiefs. Eſpecially, as the Suc- 

15 ceſſion s + limited to the Legitimate Male 1 
Iſſue of the Duke's Body, and upon 
Failure thereof, the Dominium utile ap- 

propriated in expreſs Terms to the King 
and Crown of Bohemia, and eventually 


| = yielded up in the Form of Inſtructions 


given to the States and Subjects: and. alſo 
1 Duke WNCESLAus, in the Vear 
1362, renounced for himſelf and his 
Heirs, all Right of Alienation whatſoever. 
| And the ſucceſſive | Dukes have ever 

1 . „ a 


; us 
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ſince paid their Homage and Service to 
the King and Crown, as to their natural 


hereditary ſupreme Lords. 


So that there is no Room to doubr, bur 
that the King and his Heirs, and alſo the 
| Crown of Bohemia, have hereby acquired an 
indiſputable Right, upon the Extinction of 
the Male Line of the PI Ass, to poſſels || 
the ſaid Dutchies, as their legal Eſcheats, 1 


and to incorporate them with the Crown. 


It is true, that King ULAPDISL Aus, and 
1 5 his Son LEwis, were perſuaded by rake - 
| FRTDERI CK, in the Years 1511, and 1524. 
____togive their Conſent to his diſpoſing of his 
: Countries by his Laſt Will and Teſtament, = 
26.20. whomſoever he pleaſed. But the Inva- 
lidity of that Grant appears from the : 
chief Motive of it therein alledged, viz. 
that Duke having a Right, by Virtue of che 
Tenure of his Fiefs, to fell, mortgage or 
as diſpoſe of the fame during his Life. The 
two Kings were groily impoſed | on in this 
Particular, and the true State of the 9 


was not laid before them; which 


that the former Dukes had eee for 
themſelves and Heirs, that on Failure of 
mY Legitimate 


D LO NU TS 
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100 itimate Male Iſſue of their Bodies, the 5 
Laid Dutchies ſhould become Eſcheats of 
the King and Crown of Bohemia : and to 

that Purpoſe had ſigned Reverſals, taken a 
ſolemn Oath, and done Homage: And alſo 
that the King of Bobemia was bound by 
Oath not to grant away any ſuch Eſcheats | 
from the Crown, without the expreſs Con- 
ſent of the States, which is an eſſential Re- 
Auiſite; but to preſerve the ſame for him- 
ſelf, his Heirs, and the Kingdom of Bo- ; 
Hemia, _ i, 
: ' Notwithſtanding all this, FreperICk - 
Duke of Lignitz, and his two Sons, entred 
into Compact with Joacuim Elector | 
of Brandenburg, and concluded in the Year 
1537, what the Author of the Faithful Ace- 

2 count calls the T reaty of hereditary Cofra- 
ternity; ; whereby the two Parties mutually 
oblige themſelves, that in caſe the Dukes 
die without Male Iſſue, their Principalities, | 
Lands and Subjects, ſhall deſcend to the 
lector Jo Ach M and his Heirs: and on 

the other Side, in caſe of the Elector dying 
| without Male Iflue, the Fiefs which he poſ- 
= | felles] in Baba, vis. Croſſn, Zulichan, Som- 


12 3 ON  merfeld, 
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merfeld, Cottbus, Peitz, &c. ſhall fall to 


FRE DERICEK Duke of Lignitz, and his 
Heirs. By this Means the King and Crown 


of Bohemia, were at once deprived of their 


legal Eſcheats, contrary to the moſt ſolemn 

- Engagements, The States of the King- 
dom of Bobemia, therefore, had ſufficient 

Reaſon to complain of Duke FREDERICK | 
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and his Sons, to the Emperor Frxpinand ä 


the Firſt; and this righteous Emperor, after 
the Cauſe had been fully heard and ſuffi- | 
” ciently debated, could do no leſs than admi- 
niſter Juſtice, and diſſolve a Compact made 
to the Prejudice of the King and the King- 
5 dom, by declaring the ſame, in a defini- 
tive Sentence, Cum plenã Cauſe Cognitione, ; 


55 be null and void. 


The Juſtice of this Sentence was 8 
wards acknowledged by the Elector Joun 
GE OR GE, in a Letter to King Ru DOLPH, . 
dated the 5th October 1593 *, ; and in that 

Letter the Elector deſires his Majeſty would : 

be pleaſed to make over to him, ar leaſt, | 
one of the ſaid Principalities, and intercede | : 
with the States of Bohemia | in n his Behalf; : 


= vil. | Append. German, No 37. 
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and chat he himſelf would ſolicite the ſaid 

States by his Miniſter, Von SCHLIBEN 3 who 
actually preſented to them a Memorial de- 

firing their Conſent 3 but the fame \ was ne- 


ver obta ined. 


eiche, CnaRLES IV, hid: ind 1 — 
in the Year 1335 *, upon the Dutchy of 
Sileſia being incorporated with the Crown of 
Bohemia, particularly enacted and decreed, 
that the ſaid Dutchy ſhould remain inſepa- 
| rably united to the Kingdom of Bohemia. 
And in the Year 1359, BRE CZESLAUS, 
Biſhop of Breſlau, and the whole Chapter 
acknowledge +, that by the unanimous : 
Conſent of all the Sileſian Princes con- 
firmed by Oath, all and every of the Princi- f 
palities in Sileia were in ſuch Manner in- 
corporated with the Crown of Bohemia, as 
never on any account to be diſmembred or 
alienated. Which i is no more than we have 
ſeen before in the firſt Section, out of the 
Letters of King ULapisLAus in 15 10, 
and of King Lewis in 1522; . whereby 
* thoſe very Kings, on whoſe Grants the 
8 Prof lans ſound their — oblige them 2 
. 8 ſelves e 


Is Vid. Append. German. No 38. + No 39 
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ſelves in the moſt ſolemn Manner to the : 
States of Bohemia, that they will never alie- 
nate any Part of the Kingdom of Bohemia, 
| eſpecially of the Principalities and Eſcheats 
— Sileſia: and with this additional Clauſe, 
that in caſe- any thing had been done, or 
| ſhould | hereafter be done contrary to that 
Engagement, that the fame ſhould be re- - 


3 en as null and void. 


For this Reaſon, the Electoral Houſe of . 
Brandenburg could never produce the Con- 
ſent of the ſupreme Lord, though it had 

promiſed to procure the ſame, in regard to 


their being no other than Bobemian Fiefs Þ 


| reciprocally engaged i in the Treaty of 8 
fraternity; but the ſaid Electoral Houſe 
never ſo much as attempted to get the 
Conſent of the ſupreme Lord, much leſs 
Was it obtained. Lay all theſe things toge- 
ther, and it is as clear as the Light, that the 
two Grants abovementioned were illegal and e 
invalid, and that the Kings UL ADISLAUS | 
and Lewis, were impoſed upon by Duke 
FRE PDRRIcR's miſrepreſenting to them, that 
the Patent of Inveſtiture, granted by King 


Joux, included a Power of Alienation. 


Tn: 
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Ani theſe Cirevinſiances, the Emperor 


| 7 ERDINAND could do no leſs than diſan- 


nul the ſaid Family- Compact. For tho” 
the Treaty of Cofraternity conveys thoſe 


| Duichies to the Electoral Houſe of Bran- 
denburg only as Fiefs, and this may carry 
the Appearance of the Crown of Bohemia's 
loſing little or nothing by that Conveyance 3 
yet it is plain that the ſaid Crown is thereby 
| deprived, contrary to the Aſſurances given 
at the Inveſtiture, of its Right to diſpoſe 
of ſuch Eſtates as become eſcheated by 
” Failure of Male Iſſue: and conſequently 
| the ſaid Treaty of Cofraternity i is prejudicial ; 
to the Intereſts of the Kingdom. And the 
States of Bohemia have found by Experience 5 
that they had great Reaſon to oppoſe the 
ſaid Family-Compact; becauſe the Houſe of 
Brandenburg, by its over- grown Power has 
freed itſelf, vid facti, from paying its ſhare of 
publick Contributions for its Bohemian Fiefs: 
And if Juſtice was to take place, that Houſe 
would be obliged to refund ſeveral Millions 5 
to the Crown of Bohemia. on that Score. 
| Thoſe very Dukes of Lignitz, which 
| concluded the ſaid Heer of Cofraternity 
3 ik 


8 — SEE 
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with JOACHIM, Elector of! Bab 
denburg, have themſelves acknowledged . 
the Invalidity of the Compact, and not 
only ſubmitted to the Sentence of FrxR Di- 
VAN PD I. reſcinded the faid Treaty, and diſ- = 
avowed the Title of Brethren ; but alſo gave 
a repeated Aſſurances, conformably to the Te- 
nor of the firſt Inveſtiture, that in Caſe |. 
of their Demiſe without Male Iſſue, their 
Principalities and Countries ſhould revert 
to the King and Crown of Bohemia: reſerv- 
ing only a certain Sum of Money for the 
dhe Princeſſes their Daughters, to be given 
them for Marriage Portions. To this 
End, the two Brothers, FREDERICK and 
 Grorsx, gave Reverſals under their Hands, 
that their Subjects ſhould no longer ſwear 
to obſerve the Treaty of Cofraternity ; but 
| Inſtead thereof pay eventual Homage to the 
King of Bohemia *: and in conſequence here- | 
of, the Subjects were diſcharged from their 
: Oath of Fealty to the Elector of Branden- 
burg. In like manner, FREDERICK, the 
Son of the former Duke FREDERICK, 


- yo in | the Year 1 599, Reverſals to the 
RD _ fame. ey 


v. 18 Giwis N. 40, 41 
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ſame Porpoſe, in as ſtrong T erms, acknow- 1 


 ledging the Invalidity of the Treaty of Cofra= _ 
ternity, and the Validity of FEerpINanD's 
Sentence; and promiſing to get the Writings | 
reſtored, that had been delivered to the 


_ Houſe of Brandenburg &. 


Ic was this that induced RE Eleftor Joun 


Gkokok, well knowing, (as appears from 


his Letter, No. 27.) that he could lay no 
Claim of Right to the faid Principalities, 
to have Recourſe to the Favour of RupoLeH oa 
II, to petition his Majeſty for one of thoſe _ 
Dutchies, and to ſolicite the States for their 
Conſent. But how little Regard the Emperor OE 
Ropol H paid to his Requeſt, may be ſeen _ 
by the Imperial Reſcript ſent to Duke FRE- „ 
pPxRIcE; wherein he is ſtrictly commanded, 
to get back out of the Hands of the Elector 5 
"of Brandenburg, the Treaty of Cofrater- 
nity, which was of itſelf null and void, and 


which the Duke had juſt before reverſed, — 


1 No. 42. 80 that the Invalidity of the Treaty 


of Cofraternity, and the Juſtice of Fzrpi- 
: NAND'S definitive Sentence, have borh been 


ackknow- 8 


8 Fit. Append. German, N- 42. 
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acknowledged, as well by the Electoral 
Houſe of Brandenburg, as by the Dukes of 
 Lignitz. 

The Objections, which the Author of the - 
Faithful Account makes to this deciſive Sen- 
tence, are only full of unbecoming and un- 
Warrantable Expreſſions, and of no weight. 


For, in Oppoſition to his 1ſt, 2d, 3d, and Ah 
. Points, we have already prov d, chat the Treaty 


of Cofraternity, even ſuppoſing the Dutchies 


to deſcend to the Elector of Brandenburg 3 FE | 


quality of Fiefs, is bighly prejudicial to the 
Crown of Bohemia, in depriving it of its 
Right to diſpoſe of its own Eſcheats ; not to 
ay, that the ſaid Crown has little Service to 


: expect from ſuch a Vaſſal. And in Cone - N 


ſition to his 5th Point, we have ſufficiently | 


 ſhewn from the Letters of Inveſtiture, and 


the Tenor of Reverſals, that the Dukes of Lig- 


i had no Power granted them of alienat- 


ing their Countries. Further, the Author 
| makes two other Objections, that the Em- 
peror F ER DINAND, in deciding the Caſe 


0 was Frdex in proprid Cauſi, and Auctor 
i rem juan; ; and that the EleQoral Houſe 


Was not cited to defend its Cauſe. 5 We will 
in 


in the firſt Caſe, leave the reaſonable World 
to judge, whether ſuch Reflexions ought to 
be paſſed on a Monarch adminiſtring Juſtice 5 


to his own States, at their own Requeſt ; 


eſpecially where Plaintiff and Defendant ac- A 
| knowledge the Juriſdiction of the Court, join 
Iſſue, and have the whole Cauſe pro and con- 
tra ſufficiently debated. The other Objection 
is wide of the Purpoſe it is intended to 
ſerve. For the Elector had no more Right 
to appear, than Dr. STRAss, his Coun- 
ſellor, had to proteſt againſt the Sentence. 
WD the Cauſe depended wholly. upon the 
Validity or Invalidity of what had been 
done by FREDERICK Duke of Lignits, 
aid his Sons; the only Perſons againſt Whom 
the States of Bohemia formed their Com- 
plaint, for depriving the Crown of its Rights +: 
to its eſcheated Eſtates. The Elector was 
no Party in the Cauſe, and he had nothing 
to do but to wait the Event, and be ſatisfied 
| with what Law and Judgment ſhould de- 
h againſt the faid Dukes: : in which Caſe 
Dr. 87 RASS'S Proteſt could be of no 


| Effect. 
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. The Electoral Houſe itſelf, ſeems after- y 
' wards to have acknowledged, that the States 
of Bohemia had Juſtice on their Side. For 

from the laſt time that the Elector Joun 


Grog put in his Claim in the Year 3 
' 1593, to the Year 1683, for the Space of 
ninety Years, per Tempus plus quam longi/- [| 


mum, that Houſe acquieſced entirely in the 
aboveſaid Determination. Nay, which is 
remarkable, tho the laſt Duke of Lignitz, 
 GroRGE WII LIAN, died on the 21ſt — 
5 Nov. 1675, yet the Electoral Houſe did not 
puut in its Claim till the 20th Nov. 12093, - 
5 eight Vears after the Duke' s deceaſe ; as ap- 
. pears by the Letter of the Elector Fir - 
DERICKE WILLIAM, No. 44. which 
by the Way, overthrows the Aſſertion of - 
the Author of the Faithful Account, that i 
the ſaid Elector put in his Claim to the vacant 
Dutchy, immediately upon the Deceaſe of 


GEORGE WILLIAM. 


: This Author would perſuade a World, ms | 

that upon the Elector's putting in his Claim, 55 

and the Chancellor Vox ROTH ſending to the 

5 Emperor Lt 0POLD his Report of the Caſe, 
the Imperial Court acknowledged the Juſtice 3 


of 


| 
of THE Hovss OF AUSTRIA. "2 


the Pretenſions of the Houſe of Branden- 
burg, and would have bought them off, at 
firſt, with large Sums of Money, and after- 
wards, by a Surrender of certain Eſtates. 

. But not to infiſt on the Chancellor's hav- 
ving given his Opinion in favour of tbe 
Rights of the King and Crown of Bohemia, 

' or on the Report of a private Council being 
no ways prejudicial to the Crown and King- 
dom, or on its being an unuſual thing to 
. communicate and make publick ſuch R- 
ports; not to inſiſt on theſe Points, let | 
the impartial World only read over the an 1 
ſwers of the Emperor LEoPOLD, to ——B 
Elector, and his Miniſter Baron SCHWERIN, — 
and it will be convinced, how groundleſs 
that Aſſertion is, that Monies or Eſtates 
5 have been offered to the Houſe of Branden- 
Burg; and what Pains that Author has taken 
a impoſe upon the World by an induſtri- 
| ous Concealment of Truth, and a Miſre- 
preſentation of the true State of the Caſe, 
For in the ſaid Anſwers, No. 45, 46. the late 
Emperor LEO POI D, has occaſionally with- 
out taking upon himſelf to do it, entirely 


T refured, all the Arguments of che Houſe of 
| ; | Branden- | 
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Brandenburg, and eſtabliſhed the Rights of 
the Crown of Bohemia — inconteſtable 
Evidence. FER 
From what has been Gaid we may draw 
the following juſt Concluſions. DT 
1ſt, That the ſaid Principalities ith all 
their Appurtenances, have from the time of 
the firſt Inveſtiture, and ever ſince, been 
Male Fiefs of Inheritance, ſubject to the 
King and Crown of Bohemia. 
Js 2dly, That by the known Laws of Fiefs, | 
the ſaid Principalities, on Failure of Heirs | 
| Male, revert to the King and Crown of 
Bohemia, according to the Tenor of the 8 
Inveſtitures and Reverſals. 1 i . 
zZdly, That the Dukes could not diſpoſe : 
- of the ſaid Prinelpelices! in bran Re- 
0 86s & Regni. 
4chly, That the Fenz bens or as 
it is called the Treaty of Cofraternity, was 
of itſelf illegal and invalid, and juſtly de- 
dlared by the Emperor FERDINAND | to be EK 
null fen; , 
— © That the Electoral Houſe of 3 = 
1 Fe could form no Pretenſions in Juſtice Þ 
from chat Compact. But the ſaid Princi- Þ 
e palities 5 
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pilitzes, upon the Demiſe of Grorce 
WILLIAM, the laſt Prince of the Line 
of the P1asTs, reverted to the King and 
Crown of Bohemia, as their legal Eſcheats. 
But what then could induce the Emperor 
LzoroLD, to conclude in the Year 1686, 
new Treaties with the Electoral Houſe of 
Brandenburg, for ſettling ſuch ground- 
leſs Pretenſions? The Reaſons of this Pro- 
ceeding come next to be conſidered in che 5 
8 — Section. hs 
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TT has been ſoffciencly hen in che pre- 


4 ceeding Sections, that the Kings of Bo- 
: bete never yielded in the leaſt to the Pre- 

tenſions of the Electoral Houſe; but always 
: oppoſed the ſame, and with the greateſt 

| Juſtice. And the late Emperor LzoroLD 
would never have been perſuaded to enter 
„ any new Treaties of Accommodation, = 


D: — bat 


— — —— PM— — — 
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but chat the Electoral Houſe was cunning = 


and ſo revive its imaginary Pretenſions, at 
a2 Time when the Emperor ſtood in the ut- 
moſt need of its Aſſiſtance to quell the 
Arch-Enemy of Chriftendom, and to pre- 

ſerve the Peace of the Roman Empire. 


tion, that the Electoral Houſe was quite | 
ſilent for the Space of eight Years after the _ 
Deccaſe of the laſt Duke of Lignitx. But 9 
no ſooner had the 7. urks over-run Hungary, 
and forced their way into Auſtria, than the 
Brandenburger; began to trump up again ; 
their old imaginary Claims, that had been i 
a nh conſtantly oppoſed. And as in a few Vears 
after wards another foreign Power threaten- | 
ed the Empire with War; they began A 
| afreſh to puſh their Demands with Violence, 
ſending Embaſſy after Embaſſy, ſo that the 
Eꝛinperor LEoPOLD, of glorious Memory, 
in order to preſerve the powerful Houſe | 
of Brandenburg in Connection with the | 
Empire, and to hinder its then pernicious 
Views, ſaw himſelf forced to conclude a 
Treaty of Alliance, to his own Prejudice, 


enough to take Advantage of Conjunctures, 


We have obſerved in the foregoing Sec- E 
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with the Elector FREDERICK. Wir- 
LIAM. And to effect the ſame, he was 
obliged to ſurrender to the Elector the 
Circle of Sw7bus, and the Pretenſions of the 
Prince of Lichtenflein on Eaft-Priefland ; 
| which he did ar the importunate Requeſt 
of the Electoral Prince, who ſubſcribed 
= AReverſals for the future Evacuation of the 
= po TY 
It has been undeniably proved! in the firſt 5 
and ſecond Sections, that the Houſe of 
= Brandenburg never had any juſt Right to the 
= Principalities claimed; and therefore the pri- 
vate Conventions ſubſiſting between the 
Princes of that Family, , and their Pata de 
non Alienando, can never affect Principali- 
ties that do not of Right belong to tem 
for they can only agree not to alienate what 
is their own. But it ſeems ſtrange, that 
> the Author of the Faithful Account ſhould 
not have had more Reſpect for the preſent — 
5 I King of Prufji as Grandfather and Great- 
= T Grandfather, than to charge them pub- 8 
= lickly, as he does, with having acted con- 
= trary to the Conventions of their Family; _ 
= and with hering engaged to alienate, what 
g „ — 
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52 
they had no Power or Authority to alleuste; 
and that he ſhould have no more Diſcretion, 
than to put it out of his preſent Majeſty's 
| Power, if what he ſays be true, to come to 
any Accommodation or Agreement about 
Lands, with any Prince of the Empire, or 
foreign State ; becauſe, by his new Spflem 
of Politicks, all ſuch Tranſactions would 
be of themſelves null and void, and lay no 
oe Obligation on his Majeſty's Succeſſors. Theſe 
Pacta de non Alienando, in the Houſe of 
2 Brandenburg, have no other Intention, than 
the like Compacts have in the other Elec- 2 
1 toral Houſes in Germany, to keep the Coun-, 
try together, to prevent ill Oeconomy, and 
the dividing of Eſtates to the Prejudice of 
the Elder Branch; and in general, to pre- | 
ſerve the Strength and Power of the Elec- 
tors and Princes of the Empire. The In- 
tention of theſe Compacts is very laudable 
in itſelf; but no one ſurely can miſinter- | 
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=_ pret their Meaning, and extend it ſo far, 

„ do debar an Electoral Houſe, that has 
ekcntred in theſe Pata de non Alienando, from 
1 coming ro A x friendly Accommodation wich 

N other 


WO 


. of. THE Hovsx or AvsTRIA. 53 


_ other Princes ; 3 eſpecially in Caſes where 
the Pretenſions are doubtful and conteſted. 
Let any Man look into the Treaty of 
Gera (which the Author of the Faithful 
Account builds ſo much upon) and this 
plain Queſtion will naturally occur to him; 
How could two Princes among themſelves 
make a Compact de non Alienando, in pre- 
| Judice of a third Perſon, to regulate the 
Succeſſion of a Principality held only in 
Fief, and eſcheatable to the Crown of Bo- 
biemia? The Author of the Faithful Ac- 
count miſtakes the Nature of the ſaid Treaty 
i ſeveral Particulars, eſpecially i in aſſerting, ns 
that in the Houſe of Brandenburg no Suc- 
ceſſor to the Electorate, or the other Prin- 
cipalities, is bound to pay the Debts of his 

PFöorefathers. This is contrary to the very 

1 Words of the Treaty, which declare ex- 
preſly as follows; © Whatſoever Debts we 
38 - Elector) leave unpaid, or ſhall du- 

K ring our Life contract, by ourſelves or 
« "Order; the ſame, as is but juſt, ſhall be 
« diſcharged by the Elector our Succeflor, 

s gut of the Eſtates and Effects we leave 5 
ce behind us, Sc,” How i is it poſſible then 
8 5 D 3 . for 
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for the ſaid Authior to affirm, that the sug⸗ 


ceſſors are not obliged to pay their Fore- 


fathers Debts? Beſides, in the aforeſaid 
3 of Gera, all the ſeveral Pretenſions 
of the Electoral Houſe of Brandenburg, 
which were ſuppoſed to have any Foun- 
dation, were diſtinctly reckoned up, viz. 
the Principality of Croſſen, the Dutchies of 
Pomerania, Mecklenburg, Holftein, Anbalt, 
 Brunfwick-Luneburg, &c. but not a Word 
mentioned of any Pretenſions to the Dutchies 
of Lignitz, Brieg and Weblau ; tho' Care 
was tiki not to omit the ſuppoſed Claim 
to Jagerndorſf. And if it ſhould be an- 
ſwered, that the faid Dutchies were not 
then vacant, and therefore not named =_ 
the Treaty of Gera. The Reply is, that 
the other Dutchies of Holſtein, Mecklenburg, 
Anhalt and Brunſwick, are not to this Hour 
become vacant, and yet were inſerted i in the = 


aforeſaid Liſt of Pretenſions. 


The Matter of Fact! is, char the bier | 
Lrorolp, would not have entred into 
— Meaſures for pacifying the Elector, : 
| bar out of regard to the Alliance he had 
made with him, and in Conſideration of 


the | 
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the publick Good. And the original Acts, 


and Letters written on that Occaſion, 1 5 
with what Difficulty the Emperor was per- 
ſuaded, at laſt, to yield up any Part of 

his Countries. Both he and his Miniſters 

were very ſenſible, feftantibus Actis, that 

the ſame was contrary to the Conſtitution and 

Privileges of the Kingdom of Bohemia, and 

conſequently not in his Majeſty's Power; and 
therefore, that he would rather give a large 
 Sumof Money, or fatisfy the Elector ſome 
other way, than ſurrender to him a Part of 
his Country. 


The Electoral Pi Fi RE D E R IC K, af. 1 


ter wards the firſt King of Pruſſia, who was 
at that time full 29 Years of Age, confi- 
dering, like a wiſe Prince, the Impor- 
tance of a Negociation, whereon the Safe- 
ty of the Empire depended, and ſeeing 
clearly into the Weakneſs of the Pretenfions 
of the Electoral Houſe, interpoſed his good 
Offices, to prevent the Diſappointment of a 
Work of ſuch Conſequence to the whole = 
Roman Empire. He debated the Affair - 
with ſome of his chief Friends, and 
— particularly Wi ich a near Relation of Joun 
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Groncx, Prince of Anhalt ; and as he was 
| beſt acquainted with his Father's Inflexi- 
bility, and the pernicious Views of the 
Elector's Miniſters, he opens the whole 
Affair to Baron FREY TAG, the Imperial! 
Ambaſſador at Berlin, prays and conjures him 
to break the Ice, and to lay before his Father 
| the Danger to which the Electoral Houſe 
and its whole Poſterity were expoſed and on = 
the other Side, to diſpoſe the Emperor to 
yield up the Circle of Swibus to his Father, 
for his Life only. In Conſideration where- 
t, the Prince in great Confidence promiſed 
7 the ſaid Ambaſſador, that in caſe the ſaid 
Circle was yielded up by the Emperor, 5 
be- would reſtore the ſame again, im- 
mediately upon the Deceaſe of his Fa- 
ther; and to this Purpoſe, he actually 
ſigned Reverſals on the 28th of Feb. 1686, 
ſome Months before the Treaty of Satis- | 
action, as it is called, was concluded. In 
5 theſe Reverſals, the Prince acknowledges, 
that it was upon his moſt earneſt Deſire and 
Requeſt, that his Imperial Majeſty yielded ; 
the Circle of Swibus to his Father, and 
5 chereſore chat he obliged himſelf to re- 
| Et ore 
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; 1 the ſame: and gave full Power to o the ; 
Emperor to reſume the ſaid Circle, and re- 
unite it to his Dominions without his (the 
Prince 8) interfering any more in the Affair. 


-Þ But upon this Condition, that the Lordſhips es 
Hof the Prince of Swartzenburg, N euftadt To 
and Gimborn, be ſurrender'd to him; or in 


lieu of the ſaid Lordſhips, ten thouſand | 


| Crowns be paid him in ready Money. And 
hereupon, he aſſures the Emperor at laſt, © - 
that he will conſtantly acquieſce in the en- 


tire Renunciation that had been made, of all 
and every of his Father's Pretenſions, which ; 
5 his Imperial Majeſty had always oppoſed. 


It is clear from hence, and from the Acts 
fill extant, that the Electoral Prince 


weighed the Affair well with himſelf and 
with his Friends; and earneſtly requeſted 


the Emperor to part with the Circle of 


Swibus: and therefore we leave it to the 
impartial World to judge, whether he --- 
Author of the Faithful Account has any 
Reaſon to charge the Emperor Lxoyolp 
with Iniquity and Fraud. But it happens 
to him, as it generally does to thoſe who 
: aſſert Things wirhout Foundation , „that he 
: Tz Ts contra- 
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_ contradicts himſelf, and betrays the Weak- 
neſs of his Aſſertion, by the Reflexions he 
caſts afterwards upon the Emperor and his 
Miniſters, in ſaying, © That their Zeal for 
Wn | Reman Catholick: Religion, makes 


them very vigilant not to let a Pro- 


s teſtant Prince get footing 3 in Silefa: But, 
VN. B. That the Circumſtances of the Times 
* obliged them to pacify the Elector, and to 
* come to an Accommodation.” Does not 
this ſhew very Plainly, that the Treaty was 
cConcluded at a time when the Emperor 
L᷑uoror p ſtood in the utmoſt need of the 
 Affiſtance of the Electoral Houſe; and this 
- Neceflity was fo great, as to force his Im- 
per 12] Majeſty to comply 1 with! its s unreaſona- 
. ble Demands. . 
Who now that underſtands hi Caſe, 
Would ſuſpect Iniquity or Fraud? Or 
„ would imagine that the EleQoral 
1 ince was privately ſeduced, and his Hand 
obtained to the Reverſals, obreptitis & ſub- 
re pitt, when thoſe very Writers, PurrENV- 
rox and LuDwis, who compiled their Hiſ- = 
| rories out of the Archives of Brandenburg, 
and give. * full Account of this Negotia- 
tion, 


* 


5 y OY 83 * N 5 SS ERS 5 F * » l p a 3 2 2 29 N 2 2 5 1 1 q 1 - ? 
x * FS ous n 25 — Na os N 1 23 . 7 pl % 2” *. 5 2 Aa 4 . o \ a - I Fad Wor . 3-4, . o : on 2 X 
3 e ü err SLA ERS R$ o — 7 . 0 . 5 . * 7 n 1 , a ba ' G . —— 
8 . „ r FI ESI PIR TOR 1 os : We 5 2 ö . 45h 5 fo : x F ; = > 2. . 4 


SSS 9% 
8 > I 5 : 
4 4 ws r TT: 3 9 35 KI 
F 


K-34 > 1 A x 2 5 
A 7 2 2 7 —— 5 > 7 + /- it * ” 2 
. Sc IY o- n 6 an 1 . * 


3 5 2 
Fes" Fe I ah 7 . WE 
ST EC REA AO 2 OW . 83 N e : Wen n 
2 r 55 4 2 25 5 * 8 3 N = e N c "4 6 "LM p 
4p FA 5 r » 


or THE Hovse or AusrRIA. 59 


tion, mention not a Syllable of any Craft 


or Deceit in the whole Management of it; 


which they would have taken eſpecial Care 


not to have omitted, had chere been any Suſ- | 
| pres of Fraud, 8 
- "BIO Emperor Lz0PoLD was prevailed 8 
| upon, at the Electoral Prince's earneſt En- 
treaty, and by his voluntary Offer of giving 
Reverſals under his Hand, to prefer the pub- 
lick Intereſt to his own private Advantage, 
And accordingly, ſome Months afterwards 
the Writings were drawn, and a Ceſſion 1 Or 
made, iſt, Of the Circle of Swibus, in gua= 
litate Feudi; and, 2dly, Of the Demands of 
the Prince of Lichtenſtein upon Eoft-Prieſ- 7 
85 land. And the Elector, on his Part, made 2 
formal Renunciation for himſelf, Heirs and 
| BSucceflors, of all his Pretenſions to Fagern- 


dorff, Lignitz, Brieg, Woblau, Oderberg, 


and Beuten, for the Time being, and for 
ever. And to this End, delivered back all 5 
the Documents that were in his Hands to 3 
Baron FREYTAG, and annulled the ſame, 8 
declaring them void in ſuch manner and 
Viſe, That the Elector, his Heirs, Suc- 
ME ceſſors, and Poſterity, neither mall, nor 


can 


1e Append. German, N. 
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can hereafter, under any Pretext what- i 
ever, form any Claim upon the Emperor 


te and his Succeſſors, the Kings of Bohemia 


e and Dukes of Silęſia, either to the Preju- 
dice of the preſent or future Poſſeſſors 
of the Dutchy of Fagerndorff, or on ac- 

count of the three Dutchies of Lignitz, 

Brieg, and Woblau, and the Lordſhip of 
E Beuten, or on account of re-imburſing 

No the Elector- 8 Charges in making the Ri- 

ver Oder navigable, or of any thing 
EO. thereunto belonging; or on any other paſt 
Account whatſoever *. This Renuncia- 

tion was alſo approved, ratified and confirm- 
ed by the neareſt Relation of the collateral 

Line, CHRISTIAN ERNEST, Margrave of 

Bareut and Culmbach ; and the Elector here- 
= acknowledges in expreſs Terms, that 

the Pretenſions of the Electoral Houſe of _ 
Brandenburg were never yielded to, but al- ” 

ways oppoſed by the Emperor. 
In Conſequence of this Treaty, i in the 
ine Vear 1686, the Circle of Swibus was 


delivered up to the EleQoral Commiaries, | 


with 
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with che Conſent of the Princes and States, 
= and an End put to this whole Affa ir. 
Two Years afterwards, in 1688, the Elec- 
tor FREDERICK WILLIAM died, his Son 
FrEDERICK ſucceeded him in the Go- 
vernment ; and conſequently the Time was 
come for reſtoring the Circle of Swibus to 
Silefia. His Imperial Majeſty, indeed, had 
a Right by Vertue of the aforeſaid Reverfals 
to take the ſame ie facto into his Poſ-- - 
ſeſſion; but out of a ſingular Eſteem be. 
the Electoral Houſe, he choſe rather to 
demand the ſame by his Miniſter, than . 
4 8 proceed immediately to Execution. But 1 
Ss. the Electoral Miniſters having other par- 
ticular Views, under this or that Pretence, 
kept off the Reſtitution of the ſaid Circle 
till the Year 1694. Among other Excuſes, | 
it is true, that the Electoral Miniſters at 
Vienna in 1693, were not aſhamed to make 
mention of the Electoral Prince's being _ 
| cretly induced to give Reverſals under his 
| Hand, and would take that Handle to make 5 
ſeveral new Propoſitions: But the Imperial 
: Miniſtry in June the ſaid Year 1693, put 
i them in Mind, chat i The Elector could 


2 not 
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= 


ce 


not forget, that when he was Prince; and 
ſaw that his Imperial Majeſty would not 
part with the Circle of Swibus, he 
not only offer'd Reverſals under his Hand 


4 ro facilitate the Treaty, and to put a 
© Yrop to the pernicious Counſels then pre- 2 

© wailing at the Court of Brandenburg; but 
ce alſo, chat afterwards, when he came to 
the Government, he confirmed what had | 


been before agreed upon, and laid him- 
e ſelf under a freſh Promiſe of reſtoring 
the ſaid Circle. And that the Imperial iſts, . 


on their Part, had no occaſion to in- 


« duce the Electoral Prince to take that 
| © Step, not deſigning to part with a Foot 


of Land; for that his Imperial Majeſty - 


ſignified plainly to the late Elector, as the ; 


Emperor FER DIN AND II, had done de⸗ ; 
Ty fore to the whole Empire; that he . = 


ver would in the leaſt yield to the Pre- -” 


ce 


93 tenſions of the Houſe of Brandenburg 
to the Silefan Countries: But that the 


„ EleRtor was obliged by particular Treaties : 


cM and Obligations under his own Hand, to : 


"M0 reſtore the Circle of Swrbus.” 5 


Upon 5 


_ 
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Upon theſe Remonſtrances, the Court of 


Brandenburg hearken'd to Reaſon, and after 
ſome Debates on the new Propoſitions, a 
freſh Convention was ſigned on the 10th 
December 1694, for reſtor ing the Circle of 
Sæoibus; the Elector declaring his free Con- 
ſent for its Evacuation. In Conſideration 
| whereof, his Imperial Majeſty, in the ſaid 
Treaty, not only grants to the Electoral 
Houſe the Title of Duke of Prufja, (tho! 
without Prejudice to the Teutonic Order) 
but alſo in Conformity to a former Agree- 
men,, as far as depends on him, he makes 
over to the ſaid Houſe the Reverſion of 
Eaft-Frieſland, and receives a Proteſtant 
Member into the Aulic Council. And bere- 
upon, after the Payment of 250,000 Florins, 
the Circle of Swibus was actually reſtored 
on the 1oth Fan. 1695. the Patent of In- 
veſtiture, dated 1686, and the Writings 
returned; and all the Engagements which 
the Elector had, when Prince, deliberately 
laid himſelf under, were ratified; and ful- 
filled by him, of his own free Will: and 
from that Ti ime, for the Space of more 
than 50 Vears, neither che Elector, nor the 


King : 
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King his Succeſſor, (who was not uſed to 
let Claims lie dormant) ever mentioned a 
Word of any Pretenſions. 
The Emperor, in like manner, did faith- 
fully for his part fulfil all the Conditions to 
which he had agreed, and which are ſo : 
advantageous to the Electoral Houſe. For 
the Grant of the Title of Duke of Pruſſia | 
vas the Introduction to a Crown: And the 
ſame Elector concluded a formal Treaty 
with the Emperor on the 16th of November, 


. 1700, whereby he was raiſed to the Regal 


Dignity, and maintained in it: and in that 


F Treaty he approv'd and confirm'd, in the 
Name of himſelf and Succeſſors, all that 


; had been agreed to in the Treaty of 1686, 


mall Points, Clauſes and Articles; and con- 5 | 
3 ſequently confirmed the Renunciation there- | 


in made, of his imaginary * Proten- 
ſions. 
Now whether theſe "en Services of the 
Houſe of Auſtria deſerve to be requited with 
Imputation of Fraud, and an hoſtile Inva- 
ſion; and whether the moſt ſolemn Trea- | 
ties are to be violated ; in ſo unheard of a 
manner, and the Bonds of human Societies 


diſſolved 
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diffolved on ſuch flender Pretences ; Theſe 5 
are Points which we Will leave to the De- 

termination of other States and 1 Powers, 
whoſe Intereſts are alike concerned, to ſee 
that the Stipulations, Alliances, and Renun- 
| ciations made for their Seurity, | be ſupport- 
; ed and maintained. 


The Author of he Faithful Arevine, WhO 


= is very fruitful ; in Invention, endeavours here 
1 co caſt a Miſt before Peoples Eyes; and to 
” this Purpoſe tells a fictitious Story, That 
© the Elector FREDERICK, afterwards | 
King of Pruſſia, a, on his Acceſſion x0 the - 
= « Electorate, laid open all the Circumſtan= 
13 of the Reverſals before his Miniſters: = 


And upon their declaring them to be not 


e obligatory, made ſtrong Remonſtrances _ 
« againit the ſame at Ausburg, in 1690, and 
3 nated the Reverſals back again: But 

c cdhat the Great Chancellor of Bobemia ob- 


=: 


* ſtinarely refuſed to reſtore them ; threat- 


ning his Electoral Highneſs with Milita- 
e ry Execution.” But he does not bring 

; : the leaſt Proof to contiem what he advances: 
And the Accs {till extant declare ſo far the 

' quite contrary, chat! it was not the pretended 


* Inv alidi: ry £ 


66 A Depence or THE Ricurs 


Invalidity of the Reverſals, but an Ambition 


of poſſeſſing larger Countries, which fo long 


- punctually fulfilled. 


Nov the Electors ſigning no W 
Renunciation upon the Surrender of Swibus, 
makes no Alteration in the Caſe. 


deferred the Reſtitution of Swibus. And 
all this while no one without Prejudice could 
charge the Great Chancellor with Obſtinacy 
for doing his Duty, and inſiſting ſtrongly 
on the Performance of what had been ſro PF 
ſolemnly · promiſed to his King; and for not 
ſuffering himſelf to be diverted by any A. ; 
|  tifices or Evaſions. Beſides (as the Emperor | 
1 Lzoro LD was then engaged in two griev= | 
ous Wars, and ſtood in need of the Aſſiſt-: 
ance of the Houſe of Brandenburg) the 
5 Circumſtances of the Ti imes ſhew plainly, J 
that his Imperial Majeſty was in no Condi- 
tion of threatning this Houſe with a Mi- 
licary Force. And therefore it was of his 
own free good Will that the Elector inclined 5 
at laſt, in the manner abovementioned, to 
perform his Engagements; not only out of 
his Love to Peace, but from a Senſe of his 
Obligations, which in the Year 1695 he 


Becauſe 


Wy -- 
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as the Elector, in the Reverſals he Goned 


| when Electoral Prince, confirms all that his 
Father had done, we judged ſuch a particu- 
lar Renunciation ſuperfluous and unneceſ- 
fary, at a Time when we were treating only 
. about the Execution of thoſe Reverſals. 
For in relation to the Claims on the Dutchies 
and Lordſhips in S:/efia, the Elector FR E- 
 DERICK WILLIAM, and the neateſt colla- 
teral Relation, had, in the Name of them- 
ſelves and Succeſſors, renounced the ſame 
in the moſt ſolemn manner: and the Elec- 
. toral Prince in his Reverſals confirms the 
I ks ſaid Renunciation : And again, in the Treaty 
1 of 1700, he acknowledges the Treaty of 
= 1686 to be fully binding in all its Clauſes 
and Articles; and conſequently the Renun- 
_ ciation to be ſtrictly obligatory. 


The Author of the Faithful Account is of 


1 Opinion, that Scvibus was no adequate Equi- 
valent for ſuch important Dutchies: and 
from thence he draws this wrong Conclu- 
ion, That upon the Reſtitution of this Cir- 
dle things return to their former State, and 
| the antient Claims to the four Dutchies ſub- 
ſ fiſt 1 in their full Force. But from what has 
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been already more than ſufficiently proved, 
it appears clear, that Swibus was not ſur- 
rendered up by the Emperor LROPo Das 
an Equivalent for the four Dutchies, 10 
Which the Houſe of Brandenburg never had 
8 any juſt Pretenſions; but only in Conſide- 
ration of the Publick Good, and of the Houſe 
of Brandenburg's renouncing all imaginary 
Pretenſions thereto. And becauſe the fol- 
lowing Elector reſtor d the ſald Circle by a 
new. Engagement, will it poſſibly follow 
from thence, that therefore old, groundleſs, 4 


1 and e Pretenſions may | ber reviv d 5 
-n—_ ” | 


In like. manner, "the Crown of Be 


is not at all concerned i in what or how much 

DS the Electoral Houſe has received from the 
Prince of Lichtenſtein's Demands on Eaſt 
 Priefland : For the Emperor LEO Y OLD 
made a Ceſſion to that Houſe of a good and 
„ Debt, acknowledged to be ſuch by thge 
5 Debtor ; and it is chiefly the Elector's Con- 


cern and Intereſt to proſecute the Deman d, 
= and inſiſt on Payment. ” 


But! it is moſt of all inconceivable, 1 


the Author of the  Feltbfid Account could 


make : 


IP 
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wahr uſe of ſo weak an Argument, as to 


Alert that the Dutchies of Jagerndorſf, Lig- 


mt2, Brieg and Wohlau, being Male Fiefs, ; 


cannot deſcend to the preſent Queen of Bo- 
E bhemia; but that the Male Line of the Houſe 
of Auſtria being extinct, the ſaid Dutchies 
= devolve to the Houſe of Brandenburg. "The. 
original Surrenders of theſe Eſtates, the Pa- 
"tents of Inveſtiture granted from. time to 
time to the Poſſeſſors of the ſaid Dutchies, 
and even all the Documents that are extant 
in the publick Acts, ſhew plainly, that all. 
and every of the ſaid Dutchies were offered 
in Fief, not only to the King and his Heirs 
and Succeſſors, but alſo that they were of- 
fered in Fief at the ſame time to the King- 
dom and Crown of Bohemia, to be inſepara- | 
bly incorporated with the ſaid Crown for 
ever. Conſequently the Dominium directum, 
and Dominium utile can never be ae 
dated or joined together 1 in the Hands of a —- 
Vaſſal; but on all Occaſions where Inveſti- 
| tures are to be granted, the ſame without 
all Contradiction or Doubt muſt be granted : 
by the Heir or Heireſs of the ſaid Crown: 
And the ore of Bobemia, as the Succeſſion 5 


is 
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is Sale is indiſputably poſſeſſed of the Do- 


minium directum. And here we obſerve, 


and cannot but be ſurprized to find how far 


the Houſe of Brandenburg carries its Preten- 
| ſions; for notwithſtanding i it has not in Juſ- . 
1 tice the leaſt Foundation for its 8 Claim to 

the Fief, it makes no Scruple of aſpiring to 
the Dominium directum, and of wreſting the 
ſame from the Kingdom and Crown of. Bo- _ 
; bemia. 5 


What the Author of «= Faithful Account 


5 i is pleaſed to obſerve concerning the Electors 
of Brandenburg retaining the Title of Dukes 
in Sileſia, and at Croſſen, deſerves but little 
. Attention; for he himſelf muſt own, what 
is notorious, that the ſaid Electors never 
aſſumed the Titles of Dukes of Lignitz, 
Brieg and Woblau; and tho' they had born 
the Title of Fagerndorf for ſome time, yet 
they voluntarily quitted the ſame, after the 
Treaty of Satisfaction, and Reſtitution of 
Swibus. However, it is no new thing to 
ſurrender up Countries by Treaties, and 
yet notwithſtanding to continue bearing the 
ſame Arms and Title. If a conſtant and 
juſt Claim could be founded on retaining 


the 
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| the Arms and Title, moſt of the Treaties of 
Peace, and Agreements between Princes, 
would be of little or no Force and Effet. 


As to the reſt, the Author of the Faithful 


. Account does his Maſter the King of Pruſſia 
very little Honour in giving to underſtand ; 
ſo plainly, that the main Point now is, to 
lay hold of a convenient Opportunity of 
reviving their obſolete Claims to Si ij, ; = 


(notwithſtanding all former Accommoda- 


tions, ) wherein they have been ſo long hin- 
dered by the overgrown Power of the Houſe | 
of Auſtria; and that till ſuch an Opportu- 
| nity offered, they had nothing elſe to do, bur 
to de patient, and defer the Execution of 
the Project to a more favourable Conjunc- 
ture. But what Man in the World, who has 


| | the leaſt regard to Juſtice, will call that 


mere Patience, and waiting for better Times; * 
when a Man in two ſolemn Treaties renoun- 
ces in the ſtrongeſt manner ſome of his 

groundleſs Pretenſions, and then obſerves 5 

thoſe Treaties no farther or longer, than till 
be fancies he has got ah Opportunity of 

5 breaking thro' them, and acting quite con- 

; arx to his Engagements? . 


Let 
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1 the World judge, at laſt, whether the 
King of Pruſſia (as is pretended in the 
5 Faithful Account ) purſues his imaginary 
Claims in a friendly and peaceable manner; 
when, without giving the leaſt Suſpicion of 
ſuch Deſign, he has unexpectedly forced his 
Way with a numerous Army into Sileſia ; and 
been as much an Enemy as lay in his Power — 
If ever an Invaſion was unjuſt, this is 1 
and it is che Intereſt of all Germany, nay, of 
all Europe, to employ their utmoſt Force to 
put a Stop to ſuch unheard-of Violence; 5 
and the Safety of every particular Prince de- 
7 pends on bringing Matters into ſuch a Situa- 
tion, chat no one for the future may have 
| Reaſon to dread the like hoſtile Invaſion 
from Pruffia. And therefore the Queen of 
Hungary and Bohemia juſtly hopes for the 
powerful Aſſiſtance of thoſe Princes and _ 
States that have guaranty'd the Pragmatick x 
Sanction; and are thereby engaged not to 
ſuffer any Part of the Hereditary Countries, 1 
to ͤ which ſhe is lawful Heireſs, ro be diſ- 5 
membered, or torn Tom her. e 


F 7 N 7 5. 
. 


<: 
2 


3 * 

— = N BI + Os 

2 — * — 
wy W 


> — 7 
, 


* 
* 


— q 
1 43 s 4 # 
8 At; 
; | cs 'Þ p 
; 1 . 

4 x 

, 


n 
* E. 


N 
n 
3 
—— 


7 1 
A A - 
4 * 
2 7 
4 — 


0 -” 
| 7 N 4.47 o 
# :p 4A, o . 
Q 2 * 1 
g \ 8 D \ 
" Rok any . * 
3 be % 4 
n 
g ir a 
* 


L ; 4 
4 1 a HF | 
* 3 : | | | | 

| | l a - PESD . . i 
i * 5 N h 8 w >> 9 * 7 4 
1 7 . 7 K A 1 4 > x) * 3 1 1 — 4 C * FLW \ *# 2 5 
| | | 7 of a Ty | F 7 ET; * . $ 0 by l - 8 
| | : N a 2 * 2 
8 | 1 7 7 * 2 * 7 * o T o & a? ? 1 L I %. 
4 5 2 0 "AIC: 4 4 - - ts © a 7 * A 
p LEY; b | "# S wo; - E "= p q _—_— "x; 
. L 


Ez 
$ 


1 
8. 
« 


2 * | ; 
- o * 
* * © 
. 3 Js ; „ tt - oC" f - | | „ 
. . J J I - ©4 ö — a. 4 \ 5 N A | | 
"i „ wa - 7 1 5 * to > : * 2 3 5 0 F 
34 3 PI \ = : : | * 8 g | 
3 18 7 F n "= - > „ { " 2 2 . 4 $%-/ Go Tai C FF; 
N , 4 = * q 25 1 1 "x — x" 2 3 * q ; N . 
. . > g D "IF" p — > + : « 3 KS 4 X +36 1 FR * | 
b : N > , 9 5 J 8 * 1 3 = 1 . * 
E i Ws K E 5 bo 1 3 4 5 2 1 f | 
\ " {i . — y þ | . | 
- * Ny p oF _ n ty Ts 4 n 7 f 2 — My y p id 8 33. * & Se. 4 ED 
a 2 3 7 * 25 >" 5 2 £ bs. #2 - > ” a > -.-£ — 1 2 
. FR 0 10 * 133 S l * + 4 = 4 of r 44 . f 
7 * 4 1 "4 | * 1 di M5 5 9 -— : s 4 > + - 2 * 
| 1 , F * = 8 5 TT P 8 p d 2 oF 
1 4 1 3. 0 2 — A | "= . 
| ; f 8 1 2 4 * . * . 5 * . * 
* a of _ : 15 1 2 * ** 
ä * | * 


1 . ” 
FF C 
* U 
+3 : k 
te; 
'7 22 1 l 
w 1 5 
F 25 ' * * 
x”. * 
9 y 
— * 
q * 
n 
* 
g 


3 x 8 


Wee : C 
k > 
W 


— AT a 0 5 
3 * Y F ö 
. 
2 1 "$A A463 2. * S 
3 - =, dar of + AE 4G 1 : 
4 | 5 e p 8 0 8 
2" . 8 \- of Ss 3 * R 
* 4 TY. 4g LT = 9 Td * > 8 6 2: Y 
I # \%g 4 uf. = = 5 > _ - F l - \ | 2 — 
4 x IN * ' 2 iu, . 
| | 1 | ; * 3 2 N 38 
* 4 4 4 6 — 7 — 82 1 o So , * 
© Fa Yo SO p =_ a A A BY 
* 1 - if £#- ; 3. x f 3 
F "of ; | : 128 
» 7 5 
wy y * - q / 1x. # 3%. 
= *# l Y \ 


* 
7 


n 
I, 


ES 4-5: 


5 


F | wa 


-4 L-% 
_ Fes. - 8 * —* 7 
4 : 3 2p 9.5 ; 4 
| | | 1 . : ; 3 * 2 . 
- - Fu 3 = jt * a 2 ; 7 7 ; a * 
* 1 [7 * e r 1 . £5 2 Y b 1 4 ah N 15 6 
; | | ; b 5 5 3 TY 
1 N 224 {4 NT FS; 
- 817 . * * T — — * I * TS 4 5 72 
E. 3” 28 2 * * 7 1 * 1 — 5 
5 n p # * , 3 
8 4. } 1 


